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You	don't	need	an	Amazon	Kindle	to	read	Kindle	books.	With	the	Kindle	app	for	Windows,	you	can	enjoy	the	latest	bestsellers	and	literary	classics	on	your	laptop	or	desktop	computer.	Here's	how	to	read	Kindle	books	on	a	PC.	Kindle	for	PC	comes	with	the	same	features	as	Amazon's	popular	e-book	reader.	You	can	place	bookmarks,	highlight	text,	and
add	notes.	You	can	also	adjust	the	text	size	and	page	formatting	to	your	liking.	Plus,	Kindle	for	PC	is	compatible	with	most	versions	of	Windows,	including	Windows	7	through	10,	Windows	2000,	Windows	Me,	Windows	XP,	and	Windows	98.	There	is	an	older	version	of	the	Kindle	reader	app	called	Kindle	for	Windows	8,	but	it's	no	longer	supported.	You
can	use	it,	but	consider	upgrading	to	Kindle	for	PC	to	enjoy	new	features	and	updates.	Mayur	Kakade	/	Getty	Images	If	you	don't	have	one,	create	an	Amazon	account	to	purchase	and	read	Kindle	books.	Visit	amazon.com.	Move	your	mouse	cursor	over	Accounts	&	Lists	in	the	upper-right	corner	of	the	page,	but	do	not	select	it.	Select	Start	Here	from
the	drop-down	menu,	located	below	the	Sign	In	button.	Fill	out	the	registration	form.	You	must	provide	your	name,	an	email	address,	and	a	password	for	your	account.	When	finished,	select	Create	Your	Amazon	Account.	You're	redirected	to	the	Amazon	home	page.	Select	Accounts	&	Lists	to	be	taken	to	your	account	page.	You	can	now	download	free
Kindle	books.	If	you	want	to	purchase	books,	set	up	a	payment	method.	Select	Payment	Options	on	your	account	page	and	provide	the	requested	information	to	make	purchases	on	Amazon.	No	matter	which	version	of	Windows	you	have,	the	steps	for	setting	up	the	Kindle	for	PC	app	are	the	same:	Visit	the	Kindle	for	PC	download	page	and	select	Add
to	Cart.	Choose	your	payment	method	and	select	Proceed	to	Checkout.	Select	Place	Your	Order.	On	the	next	page,	select	Your	Digital	Items.	Next	to	Kindle	for	PC,	select	Download.	Open	the	file	when	it	finishes	downloading.	Kindle	for	PC	should	install	automatically.	Kindle	for	PC	appears	on	the	desktop	or	in	the	apps	list	inside	the	Amazon	folder.
When	you	open	it,	you're	prompted	to	provide	the	email	address	and	password	for	your	Amazon	account.	If	you	have	a	Kindle,	or	if	you	have	the	Kindle	app	installed	on	another	device,	you	can	download	any	books	you	purchased.	Your	bookmarks,	notes,	and	progress	should	all	transfer	over.	Select	All	under	the	Library	options,	then	select	the	cover	of
the	book	you	would	like	to	read	on	your	PC.	Use	the	drop-down	menu	in	the	upper-left	corner	of	the	app	window	to	sort	your	books	by	title	or	author,	or	enter	a	title	into	the	search	bar.	Follow	these	steps	to	buy	a	new	Kindle	book	on	your	PC.	While	connected	to	the	internet,	select	Kindle	Store	in	the	upper-right	corner	of	the	app	window.	You're
taken	to	the	Amazon	website	in	your	default	browser,	where	you	can	browse	thousands	of	titles.	On	the	product	page,	select	Buy	Now	with	1-Click	to	deliver	the	title	you	want	to	all	your	devices.	Here	are	a	few	tips	to	help	you	become	proficient	with	the	Kindle	for	PC	app:	Turn	pages	by	selecting	or	swiping	the	right	or	left	side	of	the	screen.
Alternatively,	use	the	left	and	right	arrow	keys	on	the	keyboard.To	adjust	the	font	and	page	layout,	select	Aa	near	the	top	of	the	app	window.	To	set	a	bookmark,	select	or	tap	the	upper-right	corner	of	the	page.	A	blue	symbol	appears,	indicating	the	bookmark	was	successfully	placed.	To	make	a	note,	right-click	anywhere	on	the	page,	or	press	and	hold
if	using	a	tablet.	Select	the	index	card	symbol	in	the	left	pane	to	create	flashcards.To	view	your	bookmarks,	highlights,	flashcards,	and	notes,	select	Show	Notebook	in	the	upper-right	corner.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Tell	us	why!	Computers	are	handy	things	for	getting	stuff	done.	Like	work.	And	budgets.	And	sending	emails	and	writing	reports	and
making	spreadsheets	and...Wait	a	minute.	Just	because	you	use	your	PC	for	serious	stuff	doesn't	mean	you	can't	have	a	bit	of	fun,	too.We've	scoured	the	web	for	the	best	free	programs	that	will	make	sitting	in	front	of	your	computer	a	more	enjoyable	experience,	bringing	you	new	wallpapers,	free	streaming	music,	free	games,	and	much	more.
Download	and	enjoy!1.	iTunesFor	iPod	owners,	iTunes	(opens	in	new	tab)is	an	essential	application	for	organising	and	purchasing	music,	and	now	downloading	videos	and	podcasts,	too.2.	DigsbyBring	instant-messaging	applications	such	as	Windows	Live	Messenger	together	with	Digsby,	a	multifunctional	social-networking	application.3.	Transcode
360Streaming	media	can	be	a	fiddly	business,	and	if	you	use	your	Xbox	360	as	a	Windows	Media	Extender,	you	might	find	the	restrictions	of	DivX	and	Xvid	irritating.	Transcode	360	converts	your	files	as	you	play	them	into	files	your	Xbox	can	handle.4.	OrbOrb	enables	you	to	access	your	media	anywhere	in	the	world,	and	stream	it	over	the	internet.
Instead	of	carrying	your	music	with	you,	access	it	from	anywhere	with	an	internet	connection,	using	a	web	page	to	browse	your	PC.5.	Last.fmSocial	networking	hits	music	with	Last.fm,	which	enables	you	to	listen	to	music,	get	recommendations,	stream	radio	tailored	to	your	tastes	and	get	local	gig	information6.	JoostThe	free	internet	TV	service
promised	growth	when	it	launched	last	year,	and	it's	delivered,	with	new	content	being	added	almost	daily,	and	deals	being	brokered	with	major	television	networks.7.	iPlayerThe	BBC's	on-demand	video	service	iPlayer	has	exceeded	all	expectations,	taken	the	country	by	storm	and	is	used	by	millions	of	viewers.	You	can	stream	video,	or	download
programmes	to	your	computer	to	watch	in	high	quality	whenever	you	want.8.	DOS	BoxTake	a	trip	into	nostalgia	and	play	those	old	DOS	games	in	their	full	glory	by	bringing	DOS	back	to	your	PC	with	DOS	Box.9.	The	FilterThe	Filter	searches	your	music	and	video	collection	to	create	playlists	and	suggest	others	you	might	like.	A	great	way	to	discover
new	music,	or	to	choose	from	your	own	collection,	which	could	contain	thousands	of	tracks.10.	SteamCatapulting	PC	gaming	into	the	21st	century,	Steam	lets	you	download	and	play	the	latest	games	and	provides	a	great	multiplayer	platform,	too.	Most	new	games	are	available	through	Steam,	and	it	includes	friends,	groups	and	invitations.11.
Windows	Live	MessengerStaying	in	contact	couldn't	be	easier,	and	now	you	can	start	video	calls,	voice	chat,	shared	folder	sending,	webcam	viewing	and	even	on-demand	TV.	Windows	Live	Messenger	is	fast	becoming	an	entertainment	hub,	with	millions	of	users.12.	Battlefield	HeroesIn	a	bid	to	entertain	the	world	for	free,	EA	is	launching	Battlefield
Heroes,	a	third	person	cartoon	shooter.	The	game	features	two	sides	of	foppish	soldiers	with	Spitfires,	jeeps	and	ludicrous	weapons	for	the	ultimate	in	free	gaming	fun.13.	DopplerA	popular	podcasting	program	with	added	functionality	for	iPods	and	iPhones,	and	a	number	of	other	devices.	Doppler	is	a	great	way	to	keep	up	with	your	favourite	radio
shows.14.	VLC	Media	PlayerWatching	movies	on	a	PC	can	be	a	painful	experience	which	requires	all	manner	of	codecs	and	plug	ins.	VLC	offers	near	universal	compatibility	and	it's	open	source	light	code	means	loading	times	and	high	definition	movies	run	in	their	full	glory.15.	Google	EarthStill	one	of	the	most	addictive	PC	applications,	Google	Earth
has	the	power	to	educate	and	entertain.	To	spice	things	up,	check	out	this	list	of	the	world's	most	interesting	sights.16.	ZSNESFans	of	the	classic	SNES	console	have	to	check	out	this	emulator.17.	Microsoft	TouchlessUsing	your	webcam	to	play	snake	is	the	latest	innovation	from	Microsoft,	and	could	be	a	glimpse	of	the	future.18.	Command	and
Conquer:	Red	AlertIf	you're	too	cheap	to	pay	out	for	the	new	Ret	Alert,	then	just	play	the	old	one	for	free!19.	ZattooFor	the	bored	or	digitally	challenged	try	Zattoo	(opens	in	new	tab).	It	has	all	the	BBC	channels	and	a	few	French	ones,	too,	and	the	quality	is	surprisingly	good.20.	Windows	Live	Photo	GallerySorting	your	photos	has	never	been	easier
with	the	jewel	of	the	Windows	Live	collection,	Windows	Live	Photo	Gallery	-	but	try	the	little	known	panorama	creator,	which	is	one	of	the	best	in	the	world.21.	MSN	WallpapersGet	over	150	free	wallpapers	and	give	your	PC	a	constantly	fresh	look	by	rotating	your	desktop	pictures	with	MSN	Wallpapers.22.	4ODChannel	4's	on	demand	program	4OD
brings	shows	like	the	excellent	Fonejacker	to	your	desktop.23.	AudacityThe	easiest	way	to	create	ringtones	and	sample	tunes	on	your	PC.	Audacity	is	free,	easy	to	use	and	surprisingly	powerful.24.	Paint.netForget	Photoshop,	if	you	enjoy	playing	with	images	then	you	need	Paint.net.	Started	as	a	student	project	to	create	a	successor	to	Windows	Paint,
Paint.net	has	stayed	independent	and	truly	great.25.	Circle	DockCircle	Dock	is	an	animated	application	launcher	that	makes	launching	programs	easy	and	fun.Now	read	8	ways	to	make	your	desktop	look	beautiful	If	your	thing	is	TV	and	movies,	and	you’re	looking	forward	to	catching	up	with	Stranger	Things,	Narcos,	or	Wild	Wild	Things,	then	you	only
really	have	one	option	-	Netflix.	The	groundbreaking	TV	and	movie	service	is	now	available	for	Windows	8	&	10,	and	makes	using	Netflix	to	enjoy	your	favorites	a	really	easy,	user-friendly	experience.When	it	comes	to	media	variety,	you'll	be	spoiled	for	choice.Much	in	the	same	way	that	Netflix	revolutionized	online	video	to	make	it	as	easy	and
comfortable	as	turning	on	a	TV	set,	their	software	for	Windows	follows	in	the	same	vein.	This	app	has	a	sleek,	simple	interface	where	finding	and	playing	a	video	or	episode	of	a	TV	show	takes	an	absolute	minimum	of	effort.To	use	Netflix,	you'll	need	to	have	an	account	and	pay	for	membership.	There	are	three	membership	plans,	graded	by	how	many
screens	you	can	watch	simultaneously,	and	what	quality	video	you'll	be	able	to	watch.	The	plans	are	basic,	standard,	and	premium.	Once	you've	sorted	membership,	you	can	create	sub-accounts	within	the	account,	allowing	different	members	of	your	household	to	have	their	own	account	with	its	personal	settings	and	history.If	there	are	any	children	in
the	house,	you'll	be	able	to	set	up	an	account	for	them,	limiting	them	to	the	series	and	movies	available	on	the	children's	profile	Netflix	Kids.	You	can	then	further	soft	limit	them	by	age	range,	or	by	hard	limit	-	a	PIN	number.	These	options	alone	are	one	of	Netflix's	best	features.Using	the	app,	to	both	play	media	and	to	change	configuration	settings
like	the	kids'	controls,	is	very	easy.	They've	deliberately	kept	the	options	to	a	minimum	and,	where	there	are	options,	they're	very	easy	to	see	and	change.	Once	you've	started	to	play	a	title,	you'll	have	program-specific	features,	like	subtitles,	language,	and	screen	options	available	on	the	player	interface	itself.	The	player	is	naturally	very	minimalist,
so	as	not	to	take	away	from	what	you're	watching	and,	when	the	player	is	in	full-screen	mode,	it's	completely	invisible.When	it	comes	to	media	variety,	you'll	be	spoilt	for	choice.	Sure,	every	Netflix	instance	has	certain	limitations	in	availability	(geographical	regions	have	different	options),	but	if	you	claim	that	you	can't	find	anything	to	watch,	you're
really	not	looking	hard	enough!Help	for	Netflix	is	fast	and	effective.	There	is	a	good	help	section	and	lots	of	third-party	online	resources,	but	as	it	is	a	paid	service,	traditional	customer	support	will	solve	your	issues	quickly	and	professionally.Where	can	you	run	this	program?This	particular	version	is	for	Windows	computers.	You	can	also	use	Netflix
online,	and	there	are	versions	for	Mac,	iPhone,	and	Android.	Is	there	a	better	alternative?	Insofar	as	a	movie	and	TV	hub	that	offers	such	variety	and	is	accessible	to	many,	many	users,	no	-	Netflix	doesn't	have	many	competitors.	Depending	on	where	you	are	in	the	world,	you	may	have	other	rival	services,	but	they're	smaller	than	Netflix	and	offer	less
variety.	There	has	been	talk	of	changes	(rival	services	joining	forces)	which	could	change	the	outlook.	For	the	moment	though,		if	you	want	variety	+	user	experience,	Netflix	is	where	it's	at.For	many	users,	Netflix	is	completely	unrivaled	and	in	many	homes,	completely	replaces	traditional	TV.	It’s	really	user-friendly,	letting	you	easily	find	what	you
want	to	watch.	Offering	great	quality,	it	lets	you	take	it	with	you	on	the	move	-	even	if	you	don't	have	any	internet	(like	on	a	flight,	etc).Right	now,	although	it	doesn’t	offer	100%	of	what’s	out	there	to	watch,	you've	got	a	sufficient	amount	of	options.	Depending	on	where	you	are	and	where	else	you	get	your	entertainment,	you	may	find	that	it’s	not
quite	enough.	But	for	many,	it’s	a	bona	fide	internet	essential.Should	you	download	it?Yes.	If	you	get	your	entertainment	from	a	variety	of	sources,	you’ll	need	to	add	up	the	pros	and	cons.	But,	if	Netflix	IS	your	entertainment,	it’s	a	no-brainer.	Download	it,	especially	if	you’re	ever	going	to	want	to	watch	titles	offline.HighsReally	easy	to	useNo	complex
optionsGreat	parental	controlsNice	screen	options	for	viewing	on	a	laptopLowsGeographic	restrictionsLimited	to	their	selection	of	titlesFree	mouse	click	automation	toolOrganize	your	life	-	for	freeSerious	IT	professionals	trust	VMware	Workstation	Pro	for	their	virtualization	needsUndoubtedly	one	of	the	heavy	hitters	when	it	comes	to	cloud
storageWindows	Defender	2019:	Is	it	finally	the	ultimate	free	protection	for	your	device?The	program	that	recovers	what's	been	lostIf	you	need	a	tool	to	make	calls	online,	Skype’s	certainly	a	genuine	option	with	lots	to	offer	a	certain	kind	of	user
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